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The Jenkins Book Company 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


740 St. Charles Avenue New Orleans 12, La. 
e 
Some of the lines we carry in stock are: 
E. M. Hale’s CADMUS BOOKS, 319 titles. 


Simon & Schuster’s Little, Big, and Giant Books in 
GOLDENCRAFT LIBRARY BINDING. 


Children’s Press Books in Library Binding. 

Row Peterson’s BASIC SCIENCE SERIES, Library Bound. 
Row Peterson’s REAL PEOPLE SERIES, Library Bound. 
All prebound juveniles of Doubleday and Company. 
Wilcox & Follett’s PREBOUND titles. 

Holiday House publications. 

Aladdin Books. 

Fideler publications, Library Bound. 


Grosset & Dunlap’s Recommended Books for Schools and 
Libraries. 


General Trade Books — Both Adult and Juvenile. 


The 
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The Editor Speaks 


The following letters were received in 
response to the proposition that the Bulletin 
be discontinued. Do you agree with Dr. 
Taylor and Mr. Postell? If not, air your 
arguments in the Bulletin. If you agree, 
can you suggest ways and means of meet- 
ing the rising cost? 

Your answer to this problem probably 
will be to expand our advertising. That is 
easier said than done, according to our 
business manager. Some of our advertisers 
report that they are not conscious of any 
business which results from advertising in 
the Bulletin. Why is this true? Library 
business is brisk in Louisiana and sales are 
rising. We librarians are failing to relate 
our purchases to the advertisers. Will you 
do your part by making those who adver- 
tise conscious of the value of their ads? 





HOWARD-TILTON MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 


TULANE UNIVERSITY 
New Orleans 18, Louisiana 


August 22, 1952 
Dear John Hall: 


... Evelyn Peters tells me that she mention- 
ed to you my casual remark to her concern- 
ing the suggestion that the L.L.A. Bulletin be 
discontinued and/or merged with the South- 
western Library Association publication, 
whatever it may be. She said that I should 
make some more formal comment, and I 
am glad to do so although I am speaking 
without prolonged meditation, and on purely 
personal grounds. 

I have had a sort of vague feeling that 
the Bulletin has given a helpful kind of con- 
structive continuity in the Association, since 
it has gone on with the same familiar format 
and with some of the same recognizable 
features, while personnel have come and 
gone in official positions. 

I have probably never read the Bulletin 
with the care which it deserves, yet I have 
found it interesting and helpful on many 
occasions. I believe it has so respectable 


a tradition that this alone should give us 
pause in considering the possibility of its 
disappearing from the scene. I think it has 
some merits as a formal record of conven- 
tion proceedings and addresses. I know 
of its being used on many occasions for 
the section “Louisiana in Print.” Many 
people, I am sure, read with interest and 
sometimes with profit the personal news 
notes and news announcements in general. 
It has probably done good as an organ in 
which Louisiana libraries can see their own 
words in print. 

I fear that merging with the publication 
of the Southwestern would for many people, 
including me, be a sad depersonalizing of 
our journal, since so many of the people 
outside the state are relative strangers to 
us. I grant you that we ought all to get to 
know each other better, but I feel that many 
Louisiana librarians who are not likely to 
participate in Southwestern affairs very ac- 
tively would virtually be cut off from an 
important source of Louisiana Library Asso- 
ciation news, and from a meaningful symbol 
of our corporate identity, if the Bulletin 
does not survive. The Bulletin is one tan- 
gible and objective thing which members 
of the Association receive in return for 
their membership, and to people who pet- 
haps seldom attend organized meetings or 
participate in other activities of the L.L.A,, 
it may tend to be identified with the Asso- 
ciation in an important sense. The internal 
public relations aspects of the matter are 
therefore perhaps not negligible. 

Might it not be feasible to strike a happy 
and workable compromise so that certain 
types of material would go to a Southwest- 
ern news sheet but the L.L.A. Bulletin would 
still survive in somewhat its present form? 
For my part I sincerely hope. that all the 
possibilities of this arrangement might be 
thoroughly explored before we beach the 
good old Bulletin. If Association support 
has been too limited or unenthusiastic to 
keep it as fully seaworthy as might be de- 
sired, I would hope at least that an earnest 
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effort might be made to get all hands to 
man the pumps before it was decided that 
we had to abandon ship. 

Please let me say again that I personally 
appreciate the good work of the present 
editor and board. 

Yours cordially, 

GARLAND F. TAYLOR 
Director of Libraries 





LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 


New Orleans 12, La. 
August 16, 1952 
Dear John Hall, 


I was sorry to read in the Bulletin which 
I have just read and enjoyed immensely that 
only one letter has been received by the 
editor in regard to the proposed consolida- 
tion of the Bulletin with the SWLA News- 
letter. Although I have expressed myself 
verbally to you of my feelings in this mat- 
ter probably a letter would be more in order. 


I naturally deplore the trend today to 
eliminate our local institutions in favor of 
something bigger and better. The source of 
our strength lies within ourselves and what 
you and I can do to make our community 
a better place to live in. As I read the his- 
tory of the LLA in the latest number of 
the Bulletin I realized just how strong we 
have grown through the years. The Bulletin 
is a reflection of that growth and strength. 
It was not easy to start the Bulletin and 


keep it going any more than it was to start 
the Association. Much effort and the edi- 
torial ability of a great many creative minds 
went into the making of the Bulletin. An 
editorial policy is not developed overnight. 
It took a great many years for the Bulletin 
to achieve its present editorial standard, and 
we must not cast it aside in favor of some- 
thing else that will not reflect the character 
and accomplishments of Louisiana Libra- 
rians. 


Due to the efforts of our pioneer libra- 
rians in this State, Louisiana librarians have 
carved for themselves a unique place in the 
field of librarianship in this country. It 
would be interesting to list the recognition 
accorded Louisiana librarians in the national 
and international fields of librarianship. 

I enjoy the Bulletin more than I can 
say. It serves a purpose that no other pub- 
lication could hope to achieve. I like to 
know what is happening within our own 
State. I like to know what is happening to 
my friends, and it is the Bulletin which 
supplies me with this information. You 
realize as you read each number of the 
Bulletin just what we are accomplishing, and 
with that realization comes pride in our- 
selves and our local institutions. 

Let’s continue the Bulletin. It has done 
a lot for us, and in the years to come it 
will mean even more to Louisiana libra- 
rians. 


Cordially yours, 
DosIrE PosTELL 





Retirement of the Champion’ 


By PIE (CHARLES) DUFOUR 


The end of an era in research in the 
field of Louisiana history has arrived. Miss 
Marguerite Renshaw of Tulane’s Howard- 
Tilton library has retired. 

If you want to know what that, means, 
ask the popular writers of books like John 
Chase, Bob Tallant and Harnett Kane and 
hundreds of others too numerous to name. 


If you want to know what that means, 
ask scholars who have prepared carefully 
documented books and papers on Louisiana 
over the past 35 or more years. 





* Miss Renshaw, who retired from her position 
as Senior Reference Librarian, Howard-Tilton 
Memorial Library, on Sept. 30, 1952, was a fre- 
quent contributor to the Bulletin. 
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If you want to know what that means ask 
the research departments of movie studios 
who frequently consulted Miss Renshaw for 
help, perhaps on a tune of Louisiana folk- 
song or a French expression current in New 
Orleans in the 1840’s or some points of cos- 
tume, etc. 


But if you really want to know what Miss 
Marguerite Renshaw’s retirement means ask 
the thousands of students who have been 
helped in their researches down the years. 

Better still, ask Dr. Garland F. Taylor, 
director of libraries at Tulane. That’s what 
I did. 


“Miss Renshaw is one of the recognized 
experts in the literature of Louisiana in ad- 
dition to being an excellent general refer- 
ence librarian,” Dr. Taylor told me. 

“It may be safely said that less than a 
handful of carefully documented books has 
been produced on Louisiana in the past 35 
years without her considerable contribution 
to the authors. 


“Miss Renshaw has a tremendously per- 
ceptive imagination; she has a way of find- 
ing things and turning up material that 
the researcher himself hadn’t even dreamed 
existed. She has a way of fitting her ex- 
perience into the immediate problem of study 
so as to open up new avenues of approach 
to the researcher. 


“Her cheerful patience and self-effacing 
modesty endeared her to all with whom 
she worked. It is her patience which per- 
mitted her to worry a problem through with 
unveering determination. Frequently, she'd 
be compelled to store it away in the back 
of her mind, where it simmered against the 
day when it could be brought out again 
perhaps to be solved. 

“Her memory is incredible and her knowl- 
edge of the Louisiana collection in the li- 
brary is supplemented by her wide acquaint- 
ance in New Orleans. Miss Renshaw knows 
who are the experts in New Orleans on 
various phases of Louisiana history and gen- 
ealogy and she knows how to tap these out- 
side resources.” 

Everything Dr. Taylor said I knew from 
my own experience with Miss Renshaw, 


dating back 25 years when the Howard Li- 
brary was at Lee Circle. 

It is only a dozen years, more or less, 
since the resources of the Howard library 
were merged with Tulane’s Tilton library 
to form the Howard-Tilton on Tulane cam- 
us. 

' On numberless occasions, I'd go to Miss 
Renshaw with a problem and in a jiffy 
she’d dig out the pertinent material on the 
subject. 

“If this doesn’t give you what you want, 
let me know,” she would say quietly and 
then return to her desk. 

Ten, 15 minutes later, back she’d come 
with more books. 

“I found something else that might be 
useful to you.” 

There would be book marks in the places 
of interest in the books, sometimes, as Dr. 
Taylor pointed out, opening new lines of 
approach to the subject, which may never 
have come to mind. 

Miss Marguerite Renshaw, for thousands 
and thousands, has personified the Howard 
and later the Howard-Tilton library. 

No one is more conscious of this than 
Dr. Taylor himself. 

‘She will be missed not only by the 
library but by scholars and authors in the 
field of Louisiana history who have come 
to rely on her invaluable, immeasurable con- 
tribution to their work,” declared Dr. Tay- 
lor. 

“Everybody loves a champion, and Miss 
Renshaw is certainly a champion in her 
field.” 


Copied through the courtesy of the Times-Pica- 
yune, New Orleans States, Sunday, September ~28, 
1952. 





School Librarians to Meet 
In New Orleans 


The Fall convention of the Louisiana As- 
sociation of School Librarians will be held 
in New Orleans Tuesday, November 25th. 
The guest speaker will be Dr. Garland Tay- 
lor. The exact location of the meeting room 
is undetermined at the present. 
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Linus A. Sims Memorial Library 


By ANNA P. DAVIS, Librarian 


The Linus A. Sims Memorial Library at 
Southeastern Louisiana College in Ham- 
mond, La., had its beginning with the open- 
ing of the College in 1925. The first ten 
years of its existence were quite uneventful. 
The library was housed in a cubby hole at 
one end of the study hall in at that time 
the only building on the campus. Various 
faculty members served their term as “‘libra- 
rians.” Very little money was spent for 
books, most of them being gifts from indi- 
viduals or local organizations. 

The year of 1935, when Lucius McGehee 
Hall was completed, was a real milestone 
in the history of the library. The new li- 
brary quarters for the 3,800 uncataloged 
volumes consisted of a reading room across 
the west end of the second floor of McGehee 
Hall, a small adjoining room used for stacks, 
and a combined librarian’s office and work 
room farther down the hall. A trained li- 
brarian was employed, students were paid 
from N. Y. A. funds for assisting in the 
library, and a definite library budget for the 
purchase of books, periodicals, binding, and 
supplies was established. 

The next five years was a period of or- 
ganization and growth. New books, care- 
fully selected by the librarian and faculty 
with the needs of the curriculum and stu- 
dents in mind, were cataloged as received 
and books already in the library were pro- 
cessed as rapidly as possible. A second train- 
ed librarian was employed in 1937. 

Another milestone was reached in 1940 
when the present library building was com- 
pleted at a cost of more than $100,000. By 
this time there were 11,000 volumes in the 
library and the stock room was so crowded 
the books were shelved two deep. The build- 
ing is of red brick, two stories high, and 
is used exclusively for library purposes. 
There is a large reading room, a smaller 
reserve reading room, a browsing room 
where a student may select from open shelves 


books for recreational reading, a classroom, 
a periodical room, and the necessary offices. 
The reading rooms seat 200 students. The 
building is equipped throughout with Li- 
brary Bureau furniture and shelving. There 
are three levels of stacks with a book capa- 
city of approximately 60,000 volumes. 

Since 1940 the library has continued to 
grow in services as well as in number of 
volumes. The collection now numbers more 
than 45,000 volumes. Three hundred twenty- 
two periodicals and 12 newspapers are regu- 
larly received. The staff consists of five 
trained librarians, a full time secretary, a 
half-time clerical assistant, and eighteen stu- 
dent assistants. The library serves a campus 
population of 1,200 including students, fac- 
ulty, and college staff. It is open seventy- 
seven hours each week. 

All freshman students are given ten les- 
sons on how to use the library as part of 
the freshman orientation course. These les- 
sons are taught by a member of the library 
staff. Another staff member teaches the 
Library Science courses which were begun 
in 1949. Eighteen hours of Library Science 
are offered. These courses prepare students 
for positions of teacher-librarians or assist- 
ants in public or college libraries. They also 
meet the undergraduate Library Science re- 
quirement of a graduate Library School. 

Southeastern Louisiana College celebrated 
its twenty-fifth anniversary in 1950. At that 
time the library was named the Linus A. 
Sims Memorial Library in honor of South- 
eastern’s first president, the late Linus A. 
Sims. 

The present library staff consists of the 
following persons: Anna P. Davis, Libra- 
rian; Patricia G. Catlett, Reference Libra- 
rian; Elizabeth Stoney, Instructor in Library 
Science; Dorothy S. Robinson, Circulation 
Librarian; Marjorie Miller, Cataloging Li- 
brarian, and Bernice S. Boudreaux, Assistant 
to the Librarian. 
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Examination Announcement 


The State Board of Library Examiners 
has announced that an examination will be 
given for administrative librarians of pub- 
lic libraries on November 14, 1952. 

All applicants for the examination must 
be graduates of an accredited library school 


and all applications must be filed not later 
than October 14 with Mr. Howard E. Adger, 
Department of Occupational Standards, State 
Capitol, Baton Rouge. 


The Board reserves the right not to give 
the examination unless there are three ap- 
plicants. 





“My Library” 


By JOHN ST. PAUL, JR. 
New Orleans, La. 


I was flattered to receive a request from 
Dr. (sic) Jacobs to write a few words about 
my library for the Louisiana Library Associa- 
tion Bulletin. 

My library does not justify this promi- 
nence, but, as proud parents can always be 
induced to discuss their children, so was I 
willing to discuss my library; as, despite its 
unimportance, it has and does afford me 
great pleasure. 


My library has been accumulated princi- 
pally to surround myself with publications 
concerning the history of my wife’s family 
and my own family. 

This necessarily includes most standard 
material on Louisiana history and some ma- 
terial on Mississippi and Alabama history, 


which in a small way is my second library 
hobby. 


In addition to these histories, the follow- 
ing titles are suggestive of the nature of 
my collection: Atwater: A tour of Prairie 
du Chien; Balch: The French in America 
during the War of Independence of the 
United States; Baronetage of England ; Batt- 
lett: Military Record of Louisiana; The 
Book of Family Crests; Brewer: Alabama; 
Browning: Americans of Royal Descent; 
Butler: Col. St. Paul of Ewart; Calendar of 
Manuscripts in Paris Archives; Collin’s 
Peerage; Craighead: Mobile, Fact and Tra- 


dition; deBarante: Histoire de ducs de Bour- 
goyne; de la Houssaye, Sidonie: Most, if not 
all, titles; DeLeon: Belles, Beaux and Brains 
of the 60’s; DeLeon: Four Years in Rebel 
Capitals; Descriptive catalogue of the Docu- 
ments relating to the History of the United 
States in the Papeles Procedentes de Cuba 
in the Archivo General de Indios, Seville, 
Spain; Dussieux: Genealogie de la Maison 
de Bourbon; Ellicott’s Journal on the Ohio; 
Genealogy of the Families of the Island of 
Orleans (Canada) ; Greer: The Incidence of 
the Emigration during the French Revolu- 
tion; Guillim’s Heraldry, 1724; Hazard, 
Samuel: Santo Domingo; Hamilton: Colo- 
nial Mobile; Hamilton: Mobile of Five 
Flags; Historic Homes of Alabama; Home, 
Henry: Historical Collections of Ohio; Hot- 
ten’s Original List of Emigrants ; Hyde: John 
Law; Index to American Genealogies, Ath 
ed.; The Jesuit Relations (Selected by Edna 
Henton) ; Jones, Alice: The Chevalier de 
St. Denis; Leland: Guide to Material for 
American History in the Libraries and Ar- 
chives of Paris; Lockhart: Memoirs of Ber- 
nal Diaz of Discovery of Mexico, Vol. II; 
Noyes: Noyes Genealogy; Records of Union 
and Confederate Armies; Rosengarten: 


French Colonists and Exiles in the United 
States; Rowland and Sanders: Mississippi 
Provincial Archives; Roy: The Family Juch- 
ereau; Scharf: History of the Confederate 
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Navy; Schlarman: From Quebec to New 
Orleans; Shepherd: Guide to the Material 
for the History of the United States in Span- 
ish Archives; Smith: Colonists in Bondage ; 
Summersell: Mobile, History of a Seaport; 
Wallace: Illinois and Louisiana under 
French Rule; Wildey: Chesebrough Family. 


As my library is in my home and next 
to my bedroom, it would not be convenient 
to allow its use by others generally. How- 
ever, under conditions convenient and agree- 
able to my family, I might on occasions 
permit its use for what I would consider a 
worthwhile purpose. 





Library Services Bill 


By SALLIE FARRELL 


A summary of action on the Library Serv- 
ices Bill and the status at adjournment time 
follows: 


In the Senate, $.1452 was on the Cal- 
endar and ready for Floor action at any 
time. The Senate Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare favorably reported 
the bill in the fall of 1951. It was then 
placed on the Calendar. Because of an 
objection by two members, the bill would 
not go through on the Consent Calendar. 
The Senate would not schedule the bill 
for Floor debate until the House had 
shown favorable interest since the library 
bill in 1950 had been defeated in the 
House by three votes. A move by the 
Senate sponsors would have been made 
for scheduling the bill for Senate Floor 
action immediately following a favorable 
report by the full House Education and 
Labor Committee. 


In the House, H. R. 5195 was pending 
in the Education and Labor Committee. 
Hearings had been held on April 1 and 
2 by a subcommittee which favorably re- 
ported the bill on April 8 to the full com- 
mittee. Several things happened to pre- 
vent action by the full committee on the 
library legislation. The Easter recess lasted 
ten days. Almost immediately upon the 
return of the House, the steel seizure oc- 
curred and this brought forth a siege of 
labor legislation. One piece of this labor 


legislation, namely the Allen Resolution 
to investigate the Wage Stabilization 
Board, had hearings which lasted eight 
weeks. Because of the number of labor 
bills before the committee, legislation 
dealing with education was held up in 
committee. Thus the second session ended 
with the Library Services Bill still in com- 
mittee. 

Rumor has it that there is a possibility 
that the President will call a special ses- 
sion of Congress this fall. If this does 
happen, the Library Services Bill will be 
given one more chance before the end of 
this year. If a special session is not called, 
the ALA Washington Office will begin 
immediately in January, 1953, in the 83rd 
Congress to push for passage of a new 
Library Services Bill. 


Now is the time to see your Congress- 
men and Senators while they are at home. 
Express your disappointment and deep 
concern that the Library Services Bill did 
not secure action this session. Try to se- 
cure a commitment from them for their 
continued support in the 83rd Congress. 
Please notify your ALA Washington Of- 
fice when you secure a definite commit- 
ment of support for 1953. Remember 
that election time is time to secure favor- 
able commitments for the legislation of 
supreme interest to you. 


(From Washington Newsletter July 11, 1952) 
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University and College Librarians Host to 
Louisiana Teen-Age Librarians 


By RUTH NESOM 


There’s always a “first time,” and last 
spring, through the efforts of Miss Yvonne 
Toups, Recruitment Chairman of L. L. A. 
and Miss Ruth Nesom, President of the 
Louisiana Association of School Librarians, 
the state of Louisiana held six sectional meet- 
ings of Louisiana Teen-Age Librarians. 

The state was originally divided into 
eleven sections by Misses Toups and Nesom, 
with eleven colleges and universities asked 
to act as hosts. Of the eleven regions in- 
vited to participate in this project, the fol- 
lowing areas held very successful meetings: 

1. Francis T. Nicholls Jr. College, Thibo- 
daux, La. 

Sponsors: Miss Yvonne Toups, Miss 
Ruth Nesom, and Mrs. Florette Porche. 
Lafayette High School, Lafayette, La. 
Sponsors: Miss Lillian Gauthier and 
Mrs. T. F. Wilbanks. 
3. Louisiana State University, 
Rouge, La. 
Sponsors: Mr. Guy Lyle, Miss Evan- 
geline Lynch, and Mrs. Will Daniels. 
4. McNeese State College, Lake Charles, 
La. 
Sponsors: Mrs. Edna Mae Pellegrin, 
Mrs. Dorothy M. McFadder, Miss 
Helen Kendall, and Miss Ruth Clark. 
5. Northeast Louisiana State College, 

Monroe, La. 

Sponsors: Miss Mary Clay and Miss 

Genevra Washburne. 

6. Tulane University, New Orleans, La. 
Sponsors: Dr. Garland Taylor, Miss 
Evelyn Peters, and Mrs. Amelia Jesse. 


N 


Baton 


Among the many Parish librarians co- 
operating in making these meetings possible 
were: Mrs. Bertha Hellum, Jefferson Parish; 
Miss Edith Peterson, Lafourche Parish; 
Miss Willie Mae Seab, Terrebonne Parish; 
Miss Frances Flanders, Ouachita Parish; 
Miss Lucille Arceneaux, Lafayette Parish; 
Miss Lila May Foss, Lake Charles Public 
Library, and Mrs. Will W. de Grummond, 
Supervisor of Louisiana School Libraries. 

Over 350 Teen-Age Librarians and spon- 
sors attended the meetings. These groups 
met in the main either on May 10th or 
May 17th, on a Saturday morning. 

Most of the programs were very similar 
in nature, in that they consisted in general 
of the following: 

1. General assembly 

A. Welcome 

B. Purpose of meeting 

C. Films or lectures on Librarianship 
as a Career 

2. Tour of the library 

3. Luncheon or refreshments 

All those who had the privilege of at- 
tending and participating in the sectional 
meetings expressed enthusiasm and interest 
in holding such meetings in the future semi- 
annually, one in the Fall or Winter, and one 
in the Spring. Most groups voted to follow 
this up with Fall meetings, 1952. 

With such cooperation shown between 
school, public, and college librarians, the 
Louisiana Teen-Age Librarians should be- 
come a most vigorous and worthwhile or- 
ganization. 





Louisiana Libraries Recognized 


By ESSAE M. CULVER 


Louisiana libraries shared honors with the 
State Library when the John Cotton Dana 
public relations award was presented to the 


state agency for sponsoring the 1951 state- 
wide ‘Full-Time Citizenship” campaign. 
“The success of the program definitely 
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stemmed from the enthusiastic cooperation 
of Louisiana libraries and of the many or- 
ganizations and public-spirited citizens who 
participated in the campaign,” said State 
Librarian Essae M. Culver, who accepted the 
award in June at the American Library As- 
sociation’s annual conference in New York. 

Judged on the basis of the late John 
Cotton Dana’s pioneer policies of aggres- 
sive library service to the community, the 
Louisiana program was termed by the awards 
committee “a campaign of great public sig- 
nificance.” 


Governor Robert F. Kennon, in a con- 
gratulatory message to Miss Culver, spoke 
of the citizenship program as “‘a wonderful 
testimonial to the cooperation and teamwork 
displayed by the State Library, parish libra- 
ries and other groups which participated in 
the project.” 

The Dana award for the citizenship cam- 
paign is the second to be received in Lou- 
isiana. Winn Parish Library’s promotion of 
“outstanding community cooperation’’ won 
the Dana award for 1950-51 to libraries 
serving 25,000 people. 





Outline of Parish Employees 


Retirement System 


House Bills No. 356 and 357 
By HON. W. E. GROVES 


Who comes under the System: 

(1) All parish employees. 
Retirement: 

(a) Full retirement at age 65 after ten 
years of service. Optional retirement 
at age 55 with 30 years service or 
at age 60 with 10 years service at 
reduced allowance, reduced 3% for 
each year of age below 65. No Social 
Security retirement will be allowed 
until age 65. 

(b) After July 1, 1954, retirement 
will be mandatory at age 65 with 
five one year extensions permitted. 

Retirement Allowance: 

Social Security plus 114% of best average 
salary for each year of service, excluding 
first $100.00 of monthly salary, based on a 
5 year average. 

Other Benefits: 

(1) Disability Benefit after 10 years 

service equal to 75% of amount em- 

ployee would have received at age 65 had 
he remained in service to that date. 

(2) Deferred Retirement—After an em- 

ployee has worked 20 years he is entitled 


to a deferred retirement allowance begin- 
ning at age 60 or any time thereafter he 
may elect, equal to the amount he nor- 
mally would have received for the num- 
ber of years employed had he remained 
in the service. Proportionate parts of this 
deferred annuity will be given for each 
year after the 15th equal to 20% for 
each year, so that the full amount is 
given on the 20th year. 

(3) Options—Optional methods of set- 

tlement are offered to allow the employee 

to provide for dependents if he so wishes. 

The benefits given by these options are 

mathematical equivalents of the retire- 

ment allowance earned by the employee 
and are the same as those offered in in- 
surance policies. 

Estimated Cost: 

Approximately 5% each for employee and 
employer, increasing as Social Security por- 
tion increases. 

Service Creditable: 

Employees will be given credit for all 
service for the Parish, whether past or fu- 
ture. Credit is also provided for service in 
a city or town. 
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History of the Louisiana State 
University Libraries’ 


By CORINNE W. GREEN 


“The Louisiana State University Library 
is as old as the University itself for no col- 
lege can be an effective educational force 
without a library that is usable and that is 
constantly used.’ 


Louisiana State University and Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College had its be- 
ginning in two acts of Congress, those of 
1806 and 1811. The first granted one town- 
ship of public land North of Red River 
“for the use of a Seminary of Learning;” 
the other granted a township of land for 
the same purpose South of Red River. In 
1853, the Legislature of Louisiana took 
steps to organize the “Seminary of Learn- 
ing” and on January 2, 1860, in the pine 
woods across the Red River from Alexan- 
dria, the Louisiana State Seminary of Learn- 
ing and Military Academy had its first aca- 
demic session. William T. Sherman was the 
first Superintendent of the institution which 
included five professors and nineteen stu- 
dents.* 


General Sherman resigned in 1861 to re- 
enter the Union army. At the same time, 
three professors resigned to enter the Con- 
federate service and forty-two cadets left. 
The school remained open until April, 1863, 
when the cadets were dismissed “to go fight 
the enemy.” It remained closed for the rest 
of the war. That the buildings were not 
destroyed while the Federals were in charge 
was due to the good will of Sherman. 

In 1864, the Seminary was looted by 
troops under General E. Kirby Smith and 
“the books, models, equipments, specimens, 
furniture, records, etc. were all carried 
away.’ The Seminary letter books of Sher- 
man and a few library books were subse- 
quently recovered.‘ 

In 1865, steps were taken toward the re- 
organization of the school. The faculty 
consisted of four Confederate majors and a 


Catholic priest; the student body, one hun- 
dred and eight students. The Library, by 
1869, had a collection of 6,000 volumes 
“constituting one of the best college libra- 
ries in the South.’”’® It was especially strong 
in scientific works, procured by the young 
professors who were educated at West Point. 
Numerous valuable donations of books were 
made, most of them through General Sher- 
man. The Legislature by a law of 1866 
authorized the transfer of all duplicate vol- 
umes from the State Library to the Semi- 
nary. In 1869, the Library possessed a note- 
worthy collection of maps and charts and 
a number of good engravings—copies of 
the best paintings and reproductions of clas- 
sic art—with some originals, several of which 
were painted by Colonel S. H. Lockett, pro- 
fessor of engineering. 

On October 14, 1869, the Seminary burn- 
ed to the ground. The cause of the fire was 
never definitely determined but it was 
thought to be the work of an incendiary 
who was aroused by disturbed racial rela- 
tions in this period of political reconstruc- 
tion. All of the library books, many of 
the pictures, some of the scientific appara- 
tus, furniture and text-books were saved. 





*The University Libraries are to be considered 
as follows: The Main or University Library to- 
gether with the ten branch libraries; the Law 
Library; the Medical School Library; the Labora- 
tory School Library; and the F. T. Nicholls Junior 
College Library. 

* McMillen, James A. The Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Library. (A talk given May 4, 1937, at 
7:30 P.M. over Radio Station WJBO.) 

* Boyd, David French. General History of Lou- 
isiana State University and Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College, 1806-88. Baton Rouge, 1899, 
p. 3. 

* Fleming, Walter L. Lousiana State University, 


1860-1896. Baton Rouge, LSU Press, 1936. p. 
118. 


‘Ibid. p. 163-164. 


* Boyd, David French. op. cit. p. 3. 
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Remarkably enough, two weeks later on the 
first of November, the Seminary was func- 
tioning at the Deaf and Dumb Asylum in 
Baton Rouge. 


In 1870, the Seminary became the State 
University and in 1877, it was consolidated 
with the Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege of New Orleans and became the present 
institution under the combined name. It 
was still located in the building owned by 
the Institute for the Deaf and Dumb but 
in 1878, the deaf and dumb inmates were 
moved to other quarters. The Library now 
contained “more than 15,000 well selected 
volumes, besides pamphlets and periodical 
literature. Only two college libraries in the 
South were better—those of the University 
of Virginia and the University of South 
Carolina.””? 


A difficult period followed. The Board 
of Supervisors apparently had little knowl- 
edge of the value of a library and, in 1880, 
it directed that those books which were not 
immediately useful should be sold. During 
the next few years, some of the rare vol- 
umes were lost to the library. ‘‘In an attempt 
to cultivate friendly relations with other 
schools some of the library books were sent 
as gifts,” chiefly to the University of Lou- 
isiana at New Orleans and to the Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College of Mississippi. 
The Library still had a “fair reputation,” for 
in 1882 when the Capitol was moved from 
New Orleans to Baton Rouge it was decided 
to leave the State Library in New Orleans; 

. . there was no need for it in Baton 
Rouge when so good a library as that of the 
State University was available.’’® 


At this time, the Librarian’s report states: 
“The Library with us is not simply an array 
of books, it is an active and valuable agent 
in the instruction of our students. Every 
boy from the sub-freshman to the senior 
class is made to read. His tastes and scho- 
lastic courses are considered; he is obliged 
not only to read, but to keep a record of 
what he reads.”® These records are then 
submitted to the professor of English or 
to the Librarian. 


After 1880, the Library received few ad- 
ditions. ‘In 1880, it contained 16,905 vol- 
umes and 3,100 pamphlets fairly well classi- 
fied. To these were added during the next 
eight years only 1,900 volumes and four 
hundred pamphlets.”*° The collections were 
sufficient for the use of the students, but the 
professors were not able to keep up to date 
in their fields. The Board was urged to 
acquire the latest material on the grounds 
that the institution was then unable to sup- 
ply the professors with the necessary books 
and their salaries were too small to enable 
them to buy them. In 1884, the Legisla- 
ture appropriated $2,000 for the Library and 
the most necessary reference works were 
purchased. 


The University finally moved from the 
buildings of the Institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb in 1886 when the Federal gov- 
ernment gave the use of the grounds and 
buildings of the old military post in Baton 
Rouge. It remained in this location until 
1925. 


By 1900, the Library had 20,000 volumes 
and was too large for its quarters. On Janu- 
ary 7, 1902, John Hill, an alumnus and a 
member of the Board of Supervisors, gave 
$25,000 (later increased to $33,000) for 
the erection of a new library building as a 
memorial to his son, John Hill, Jr. The new 
structure, named the “Hill Memorial Li- 
brary,” was considered the most beautiful 
building on the campus. It was completed 
in 1903.12 

From 1900 to 1920, the Library continued 
to increase its holdings; by 1910, there were 
28,000 volumes and by 1920, a total of 
50,376. Miss Inez Mortland, Librarian from 
1909/10 to 1914/15, was the first trained 
librarian. Her predecessors had been pro- 
fessors and librarians extracurricularly. 


In 1926, the Library moved to its pres- 





"Fleming, Walter L. op. cit. p. 312-13. 

* Fleming, Walter L. op. cit. p. 404. 

°Ibid. p. 422-3. 

 Thid. p. 423-24. | 

™ Wilkerson, Marcus M. Thomas Duckett 
Boyd; the Story of a Southern Educator. Baton 
Bouge, LSU Press, 1935. p. 202. 
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ent building which kept the name of Hill 
Memorial Library. The new building was 
erected in 1925 when the University moved 
from the barracks to the new campus. It 
was planned to accommodate 300,000 vol- 
umes and an enrollment of 3,000 students. 
At this time, there were fewer than 1800 
students. The building was said to be one 
of the most modern and well equipped in 
the South; there were even rocking chairs 
supplied for the Reference Room ‘“‘which can 
be moved about at the discretion of the read- 
ers, this being an unusual feature of the Li- 
brary.”"?2. Actually, it was built to accom- 
modate the College of Arts and Sciences as 
well as the Library, a factor which accounts 
in large part for its present obsolescence. 
As one indication of its limitations for li- 
brary purposes, no working quarters except 
two small offices in the stack were provided 
for the staff. 

Two members of the present staff remem- 
ber the Library in its very early days, Mrs. 
Ruth Campbell, Librarian of the Louisiana 
Room, who came in 1913, and Miss Lucy 
B. Foote, present Head of the Catalog De- 
partment. Mrs. Campbell is further able to 
recall the Library on the old campus, the 
original Hill Memorial Library, since she 
was employed there before the University 
moved to the new campus. 

About 1930, the Library was invited to 
join the Association of Research Libraries. 
The invitation was a recognition of the ex- 
pansion of research at the University, the 
improvement of the graduate program, and 
the resultant growth of the Library and its 
efficiency. 

Prior to 1927, there had been little at- 
tention given to the development of the 
Library holdings for research; emphasis had 
been placed on assembling materials only 
essential for an undergraduate program. The 
period from 1927 to 1944 saw rapid devel- 
opment along research lines, a trend in com- 
mon with other Southern institutions. This 
was the formative period for the Library as 
a research institution; emphasis was placed 
on history, especially local and regional ma- 
terials, and literature, and on the acquisition 
of large private collections. 


Under the guidance of James A. McMil- 
len, Director of Libraries from 1927 to 1944, 
the library expanded from 64,042 to 272,- 
350 volumes. Holdings were increased to 
such an extent that departmental libraries 
became necessary as space saving measures 
as well as a means of “bringing together 
books and journals in specialized fields and 
making them easily available. 

The Chemistry Library, opened in 1930, 
was the first departmental library on the 
campus. It was at this time, too, that the 
Library School Library was organized, al- 
though it had its beginning in the volumes 
purchased from the summer courses in Li- 
brary Science starting in 1926. The Geology’ 
Library was functioning from about 1931 
as a departmental library serving the fields 
of geology, anthropology, and geography. 
When the School of Journalism became a 
member of the American Association of 
Schools and Departments of Journalism in 
1931, its library was begun as a reading 
room for the faculty and students. 


The Music and Speech Library was estab- 
lished on the completion of the Music and 
Dramatic Arts building in 1932; the Com- 
merce Library began as a reading room in 
1934, and became a part of the University 
Library system in 1937. The Engineering- 
Physics-Mathematics Library was organized 
on its present basis about 1938; the Gov- 
ernment and Social Welfare Library opened 
about this same time. In 1943, with the ad- 
dition of the collection of the Department 
of Health and Physical Education, the Edu- 
cation Library became the library for the 
College of Education. The Agriculture-Bi- 
ology Library, combining departmental col- 
lections in Agricultural Economics, Forestry, 
Botany and Zoology was established in the 
summer of 1946. 

In addition to the development of the 
branch libraries, emphasis at this time was 
also put on the acquisition of private library 
collections. This same period saw the be- 
ginning and development of special collec- 
tions in the Library with attention given to 
local history, rarities and literary works. 





* Baton Rouge State Times, April 30, 1926. 
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Among these were the Louisiana Room, the 
Romance Language Library, and the Ar- 
chives Department which was later put under 
separate administration from the Library. 


The Louisiana Room, established in 1935, 
is primarily a reference and research col- 
lection including publications by Louisian- 
ians and about Louisiana and its people. 
Beginning as a rapidly growing miscella- 
neous collection of materials about Louisi- 
ana, the South, and the Lower Mississippi 
Valley, the collection has since become more 
selective. Among other materials, an attempt 
is being made to complete files of state, 
parish, and local documents; publications of 
and about Louisiana institutions and organi- 
zations; journals published in the state; and 
maps of Louisiana. A collection of the books 
of the University Press and the publications 
of the faculty was begun in 1945. The most 
valuable features of the collection are the 
vertical file containing clippings, pictures, 
pamphlets, and folders; and a bibliography 
covering all the material in the collection. 
The latter is an exhaustive file of about 
2,000,000 cards begun and kept up to date 
by Mrs. Campbell, the founder of the col- 
lection. Through it, any item on a Louisiana 
subject is readily available, whether in the 
collection or located elsewhere. 


The Romance Language Library groups 
together the books in the Romance fields. 
The most outstanding collection here is that 
of David S. Blondheim of Johns Hopkins 
which was acquired about 1935. Consisting 
of 1,500 dialect dictionaries, 2,500 pamph- 
lets, and 500 volumes in the field of Ro- 
mance languages, this collection is so well 
known that scholars from all over the coun- 
try come to use it. It has certainly the 
largest group of specialized dictionaries, as 
well as the most complete group, in the 
South.*5 


The library of Richard T. Ely, outstand- 
ing in economics and representing sixty 
years of collecting, was acquired by James 
A. McMillen, Director of Libraries, in 1938. 
This collection contained 7,500 volumes, 
10,000 pamphlets, over 255 boxes of manu- 
scripts illustrating land tenures in England 


from 1500 to the present, and seventy 
shelves of unbound periodicals and docu- 
ments. Many of the important works in the 
field of economics are represented by first 
editions, for example, Adam Smith’s Wealth 
of Nations (1776), and Malthus’ “Essay on 
Population” (1798) .%4 

The Library further acquired many very 
rare and unusual volumes among which may 
be mentioned a copy of Pére Labat’s Noz- 
veaux voyages aux Isles de I’ Amerique sup- 
posed to have been owned by Jean Paul 
Marat, the French revolutionist, and which 
is said to have been stained with Marat’s 
blood when he was killed in his bath by 
Charlotte Corday. Further, the Library has 
a volume of the original papers and letters 
of Governor Claiborne from October 3, 
1804, through 1805, embracing his corres- 
pondence with Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
and others. These include copies of many 
records which were destroyed in the War of 
1812. Among the incunabula, there is a 
volume by Poggio and Erotino on the his- 
tory of Florence which was printed in 1476; 
a volume of theology by Albertus Magnus 
printed in Strasburg in 1489; and a copy 
of Boethius’ De Consolatione Philosophiae, 
printed in Nuremburg in 1486. 


Since the appointment of Guy R. Lyle as 
Director of Libraries in 1944, the number 
of volumes in the Library has increased 
from 286,672 to 416,871 exclusive of the 
Law Library, the Medical School Library 
in New Orleans, and the Junior College 
Library at Thibodaux. Special emphasis has 
been placed upon building collections for 
graduate work and research, particularly in 
areas where the graduate enrollment has 
increased rapidly and where important re- 
search is being done. General periodicals, 
transactions of academies and learned socie- 
ties, works of general reference, and ma- 
terials not limited to any one field but 
constantly needed by scholars have been 
strengthened. In addition, continued empha- 





* Downs, Robert B. Resources of Southern Li- 
braries. Chicago, American Library Association, 
1938. pp. 1, 121. 

™ Louisiana Leader. November, 1938. p. 5. 
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sis has been placed on building up complete 
files of newspapers, especially those of Lou- 
isiana. The greatest aid in the preservation 
of old newspapers was the installation of the 
microphotography unit in 1948. The library 
now has one of the best equipped micro- 
film laboratories in the South. It is the only 
microfilming center in the South, and one 
of the few in the country, which has car- 
ried on a large-scale, systematic program of 
preserving newspapers for research pur- 
poses.15 At present, as complete files as pos- 
sible of Louisiana newspapers are being re- 
corded on microfilm. 


Bibliography continues to be a point of 
emphasis. In 1946, the major bibliograph- 
ies were brought together to form the Bib- 
liography Collection. The Library has a very 
adequate collection of bibliographical ma- 
terial and its aim is to supplement this with 
American and foreign bibliographies when- 
ever they are available.'* 

Louisiana State University Library was 
selected as one of twenty-five university 
libraries to be a depository for United Na- 
tions Documents. This collection is con- 
stantly growing and is extremely valuable to 
students of modern history, politics, and gov- 
ernment. In addition, the Library was des- 
ignated as one of two libraries in the South 
to receive the reports compiled during the 
second World War by the Office of Scientific 
Research and Development. 

The University made a special appropria- 
tion to the Library of $200,000 in 1944 to 
develop and complete holdings of scientific 
serials. At the same time, the Library re- 
ceived a General Education Board grant 
of $2,000 to provide for an expert study of 
various aspects of the Library: the resources, 
the technical processes, microphotography, 
and the building. In 1950, the Library re- 
ceived a $75,000 grant from the General 
Education Board of the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion, the largest grant for library resources 
which the Board has given to any single 
institution in recent years. This was matched 
by $75,000 of University funds, the $150,- 
000 to be spent on completing files of jour- 


nals and proceedings of learned societies in 
scientific fields. 

To check the scattering of resources on 
the campus, an effort has been made to con- 
solidate some of the departmental libraries. 
In spite of space-saving measures and the 
addition of extra shelving for 100,000 vol- 
umes in 1946, the most pressing need of 
the Library now is a new building with 
adequate space for books and readers. Since 
July 1, 1944, the University Library has 
added more than 150,000 volumes, 3,000 
microfilm reels, and 250 microcards to its 
collections. During the past two years alone, 
the Library has completed the files of 125 
scientific journals. Three thousand two hun- 
dred twenty-nine serials are currently re- 
ceived as well as sixty-nine newspapers. The 
Library distributes approximately 6,000 cop- 
ies of University publications annually to 
318 university libraries, societies, and muv- 
seums in the United States and to 119 
institutions in foreign countries, thus con- 
tributing to the dissemination of the results 
of L. S. U. research.17 


With the growth of the Library, there 
has been a consequent need for a larger 
staff with thorough training in the profes- 
sional subject fields. Policies governing the 
appointment, promotion, and tenure of the 
staff have been established by the Univer- 
sity with privileges comparable to those of 
the teaching faculty. 

There are three major aims for the Li- 
brary at present: 1) a new building; 2) 
increased use; and 3) continued growth of 
the collection. 


In any discussion of the greater LSU libra- 
ries, there must be considered the Law Li- 
brary, the Medical Library which is located 
in New Orleans, the Laboratory School Li- 
brary, the Junior College Library at Thibo- 
daux. These are self-sufficient libraries in 
that they perform all the technical processes 
—ordering, cataloging, binding—as well as 
distribute the books to the public. Through 
the cooperation of Miss Kate Wallach, Law 





* ISU Library Bulletin, May 15, 1952. 
* Tbid., February 12, 1945. 
" Ibid. May 15, 1952. 
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Librarian, and Mr. W. D. Postell, Medical 
Librarian, the main catalog of the University 
Library now includes selected author cards 
of the holdings of these separate libraries. 
Thus it is possible for faculty and students 


to review the entire resources of the Univer- 
sity Library, Law Library, and Medical Li- 
brary at one point.?® 





* Ibid. 





Louisiana State University 
Law Library 


By KATE WALLACH 


From its beginning in 1906 until 1924, 
the Law Library contained only U.S. Su- 
preme Court Reports, an encyclopedia and 
some texts on Civil and Common Law. This 
slow development retarded the Law School’s 
membership in its accrediting agency, the 
Association of American Law Schools. In 
1924, the goal for the minimum require- 
ment of 5,000 law books was reached under 
the leadership of Professor Ira S. Flory, 
with financial support from the alumni of 
the Law School. By 1925, early American 
and English Reports as well as the American 
Digest System had been acquired and the 
collection numbered about 6,500 volumes. 
During the following years, from 1926 to 
1934, legal English texts and the periodical 
section were built up, the annual additions 
amounting to about 1,000 volumes. Thus, 
by 1934, the Law Library held about 14,000 
volumes. From that time on, the Library 
developed into one of the finest Southern 
legal research collections. In 1936, the li- 
brary of Professor Otto Lenel, famous 
Roman Law scholar of Heidelberg, Germany, 
was purchased. It consisted of 6,000 volumes 
of Roman Law, German Civil Law and ex- 
tensive periodicals. During the following 
years, about 5,000 volumes were added an- 
nually. In 1943, a special appropriation of 
$25,000 was received from the University, 
of which 65% was used for the further ex- 
pansion of American holdings, 12% for the 
English and Dominion materials and 23% 
for the strengthening of the Latin American 


section. By 1946, the L.S.U. Law Library 
ranked second among the Southern Univer- 
sity Law Libraries, Duke holding first place. 
During the following years, however, L.S.U. 
dropped to fourth place, being surpassed in 
volume count by Virginia, Duke and Texas. 
At the present time, L.S.U.’s Law Library 
has 85,000 volumes. It contains practically 
all Session Laws of the states, modern statu- 
tory compilations, the Supreme Court Re- 
ports of all states, and leading texts, not 
only in law, but also in subjects related to 
law. To meet the demand for public law, 
it subscribes to twenty-five loose-leaf serv- 
ices dealing with taxation, labor, adminis- 
trative law, air law, and insurance. The 
Library has back files and current subscrip- 
tions for about 200 legal periodicals, domes- 
tic and foreign. It is a statutory depository 
for Louisiana Supreme Court Records and 
briefs and a selective depository for Louisi- 
ana and U.S. Government documents. 
Because of the Civil Law background of 
Louisiana Law, a Civil Law collection is also 
needed. The French and Roman Law sec- 
tions are fairly complete and more than ade- 
quate for any research purposes, while other 
continental and South American sections are 
at least represented by modern codes or 
statutory compilations and some important 
texts. During the past three years, the Uni- 
versity has supported the development of 
the foreign section with special funds. They 
have been used for filling the gaps in the 
periodical holdings caused by the war years 
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and for the purchase of recent codes and 
texts needed for the revision projects of the 
Code of Practice and the Civil Code. 

The Law Library is administered by a 
Law Librarian responsible to the Dean of the 
Law School. The first Law Librarian, Leav- 
enworth Colby, Assistant Professor of Law, 
was appointed in 1937. He was assisted by 
a staff of three professional librarians. He 
was succeeded in 1938 by Alice Daspit 
Greenburg who served during the period 
of the Library’s greatest expansion, from 
1938 to 1942. During the war years, from 
1943 to 1945, the Librarian’s position 
changed hands practically every year. The 
present Librarian, Kate Wallach, assumed 
her duties in 1949. The present staff con- 
sists of three professional members, a sec- 
retary and student assistants. 

The users of the Library include Law 
faculty and students, faculty from other 


departments of the University, graduate stu- 
dents with special permission, members and 
researchers of the Louisiana State Law In- 
stitute, legislators and government officials. 
Many attorneys do their research in the 
Reading Room. While the books do not cir- 
culate outside the Law building, exceptions 
for less frequently used materials are made 
in individual cases. 

The Law Library cooperates with other 
departments of the University, the commu- 
nity and state; it receives and distributes 
government documents to branch libraries. 
Upon the request of the Director of Libra- 
ries, Guy R. Lyle, the Law Library supplied 
a complete author catalog of its holdings 
consisting of over 25,000 cards of which 
9,000 were selected for inclusion in the 
union catalog of L.S.U. holdings in Hill 
Memorial Library to facilitate the use of 
the University’s research collections. 





Louisiana State University 
Laboratory School Library 


By WILL CONNELLY DANIELS 


The University Laboratory School was es- 
tablished in 1915 as a public secondary 
school, grades seven to eleven, operating in 
conjunction with the College of Education 
of Louisiana State University. Facilities were 
first installed for teaching the lower grades 
in 1936. Every University student majoring 
in the field of Education is required to take 
one semester of practice teaching in his 
minor field at the Laboratory School. 

The Library was organized in 1931 under 
the direction of Miss Esther Robichaux, 
graduate assistant and part-time librarian. 
Mrs. W. C. Daniels was appointed full-time 
librarian in 1932 and she still holds this 
position. 

In 1943/44, the College of Education in- 
stituted a minor in the field of Library 
Science. This required practice work by the 
student amounting to five hours a week with 


a one hour conference. At the present time, 
there are six students engaged in this pro- 
gram, These students are Mrs. Daniels’ as- 
sistants and help her with the technical work 
of the library. 

The holding of the library are well 
rounded to fit the curriculum of school and 
recreational reading as well as the subject 
interests of the students. There is a repre- 
sentative collection of periodicals and the 
abridged Readers’ Guide to Periodical Lit- 
erature to be used with them in order to 
teach the children the beginnings of re- 
search. There are also a number of indexes 
to books including Brewton’s Index to Chil- 
dren’s Poetry, the Standard Catalog for High 
Schools, the Children’s Catalog, and East- 
man’s Index to Fairy Tales. 

Early in the 1940's, the State Department 
of Education organized educational film 
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libraries in the state colleges. When the 
LSU Extension Department discontinued 
lending its collection, all the films became 
a part of the Laboratory School Library. 
Now the audio-visual materials include 453 
films, 700 records, 167 film strips, and 1,342 
slides together with the Educational Film 
Guide and the Film Strip Guide. 

Formerly, the Main Library purchased and 
processed the books for the Laboratory 
School Library but now, with the assistance 
of the college practice students, the Library 
Club, and a part-time professional assistant, 
all processes are carried on in the school 
library. The buying policy is directed toward 
the needs of the curriculum with special 
attention given to children’s books by out- 
standing authors and illustrators. 

In 1936, the Library had a collection of 
2,534 volumes for 205 students. Now, there 


are between 10,000 and 11,000 for an en- 
rollment of 468 children. Circulation sta- 
tistics for the month of November, 1931, 
show a total of 346 books. Twenty years 
later in November, 1951, the Library cir- 
culated 2,166 books. 


The new building for the Laboratory 
School was begun in 1951 after many years 
of planning. When it is completed, the 
Library will include an elementary reading 
room, a high school reading room, a con- 
ference room, an office, and some stack space, 
though, for the most part, there will be open 
shelves. 


The Laboratory School Library serves the 
college students in the Educational Methods 
courses, those in Library Science, and the 
student teachers in addition to the children 
enrolled in the school. 





Louisiana State University 
School of Medicine Library 


By W. D. POSTELL 


The Library of the Louisiana State Uni- 
versity School of Medicine was organized 
soon after the founding of the School of 
Medicine in 1931. The nucleus for a medi- 
cal library was obtained upon the death 
of Dr. Aristides Agramonte who died short- 
ly after his appointment as Professor of 
Tropical Medicine. His collection, supple- 
mented by gifts from other members of the 
faculty and the purchase of the anatomy 
library of Dr. J. C. Stephenson, formed the 
basis for the Library of the School of Medi- 
cine. During the summer of 1931, Miss 
Elie Hunter was appointed Librarian and 
on September 23, 1931, the first day of 
the opening of the school, the Library was 
opened. 

Through the years, the Library has con- 
tinued to grow, not only quantitatively but 
qualitatively. Journal files both domestic 
and foreign have been completed. From an 


original subscription list of 187 journals, 
over 600 are now received currently. From 
a few hundred volumes, the Library now 
has 35,000. The use of the Library has in- 
creased tremendously. Our circulation has 
risen until approximately 34,000 volumes 
are checked out of the Library every year. 

In 1938, Mr. W. D. Postell was appointed 
Librarian upon the resignation of Miss Hun- 
ter. Other members have been added to the 
staff which now totals seven. As the Library 
grew, it became necessary to organize the 
staff into three departments, acquisition, 
catalog, and service. This organization has 
made it possible to render a much more 
efficient service to our patrons. 

Certain speciai collections have grown up 
within the library from time to time. In 
1942, the Library of the Department of 
Nursing Education became a part of the 
Medical Library although it continued to be 
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housed and administered as a unit with the 
Library of the Nursing School of Charity 
Hospital. In January, 1952, this library was 
moved to the Medical Library and integrated 
with this collection. A special collection de- 
voted to the history of medicine has been de- 
veloped. Rare books representing medical lit- 
erature of the 17th and 18th centuries are 
present as well as classics of later periods. 
The collection is particularly strong in early 
Medical Americana composed of pamphlets, 
journals, monographs and texts. Special 
mention may be made of the yellow fever 
collection composed mainly of items from 
the Agramonte collection. 

In 1938, the teaching function of the 
Library was formally organized. Courses in 
Medical Bibliography were introduced to 


the first year class and have been given as a 
regular part of the curriculum ever since. 
As our collection grew, we have been 
able to extend our usefulness to society by 
lending books and compiling information 
for anyone who had a legitimate claim to 
such services. As a result, the Library is 
now serving the physicians of the State 
hospitals, public health officials, and schools. 
Our Interlibrary Loans rose from almost 
nothing until about 2,500 volumes are now 
loaned to other agencies every year. 

The Library has grown through the va- 
rious stages of reading room, college li- 
brary and has now reached the status of 
reference and research library. With the 
completion of the new building, we hope 
the Library will render an even greater serv- 
ice to the society of which it is a part. 





Louisiana State University 
F. T. Nicholls Junior College Library 


By YVONNE TOUPS 


The Francis T. Nicholls Junior College, 
a branch of Louisiana State University, is 
situated on the West bank of Bayou La- 
fourche at Thibodaux, Louisiana. In Sep- 
tember, 1948, the school, now the only 
Junior College in Louisiana, opened its 
doors for the first time. 

The Library is located on the second floor 
of the administration building and consists 
physically of a reading room, a work room, 
and the Librarian’s office. At the time the 
college opened, there was attractive recessed 
shelving, empty though it was, a charging 
desk, a filing cabinet, a magazine rack, and 
chairs but no tables! Fortunately our cafe- 
teria had been over provided with tables, 
which we were able to use until our library 
tables arrived three months later. 

Yvonne Toups was appointed Librarian 
in July of the opening year. When she 
assumed her duties on September 1, it was 
not at the Nicholls Junior College Library 
but at the Lafourche Parish Headquarters 


Library in Thibodaux that she reported to 
work for several weeks due to the lack of 
materials in the College Library. 

Soon books and materials arrived and 
here and there on the then numerous look- 
ing shelves one saw a few books. The first 
shipment of books included among other 
things the World Almanac and Who’s Who 
in America. When one looks at the 4,000 
books now on the shelves, the eighty-five 
magazines and newspapers, the twenty well- 
filled trays of the card catalog, the ver- 
tical file, the counter height shelving recent- 
ly added to the reading room, and the in- 
dustrious students and instructors working 
in the Library, one realizes that four years 
can and do take « difference. 

In this relatively short space of time, the 
Nicholls Junior College Library has built 
up a good reference collection and a fairly 
well rounded general collection of books. 
The strongest part is in the fields of history 
and English literature though agriculture, 
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economics and mathematics also have a 
number of books in the collection. 


The Library owns a 16mm film projector, 
an opaque projector, a 35mm filmstrip pro- 
jector, and a phonograph. The Library’s 
collection of audio-visual material numbers 
thirty-nine filmstrips and forty recordings. 
Only one 16mm film has been purchased 
since we have concluded that it is more 
satisfactory to borrow or rent this type of 
film. 


Besides the administrative duties required 
of her, the Librarian is also the instructor 


for the one hour course in Books and Libra- 
ries. With several excellent student assist- 
ants each year, the Librarian has managed 
to offer all freshmen students the required 
course, to organize the library materials, 
and to render service to the students and 
faculty. 

If statistics mean anything, the book cir- 
culation should help to complete the picture. 
The book circulation increased from 611 
books the first year to 1769 books for the 
1950/51 session. These figures, moreover, 
are exclusive of reserve books and maga- 
zines. 
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Louisiana Film Catalog Project 


By VIVIAN CAZAYOUX 


Recently released by the Louisiana State 
Library is a list of all the 16mm motion 
pictures which are available for free loan in 
the state. The catolog entitled GUIDE TO 
FREE FILMS should prove very helpful to 
all film users and potential film users in the 
state. 


Though film service in Louisiana is com- 
paratively new there are 855 different titles 
listed. A grant of $5,000 from the Carnegie 
Corporation made it possible for the State 
Library to compile the catalog. Begun while 
film service in Louisiana is comparatively 
new, the catalog, kept up-to-date by the 
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State Library, should become increasingly 
useful as the film collections grow. 

Compiled for the purpose of making 
available to all Louisianians a central source 
of information regarding what films are 
available for statewide distribution free of 
charge, the catalog lists films owned by 66 
agencies—10 state, 6 federal, 33 commer- 
cial, and a number of civic and private or- 
ganizations. 

Not included among the agencies whose 
films are listed in the union catalog is the 
Louisiana State Department of Education, 
which furnishes films to schools in the state. 
For use by the schools almost exclusively, 
these films are loaned from eight deposi- 
tories located usually in state colleges in 
various sections of the state. Because the 
films are not generally available to the pub- 
lic, they are not listed in the union catalog. 

In compiling the catalog, the Director at- 
tempted to contact personally the possible 
film lending agencies in order to convince 
them of the necessity of compiling such a 
catalog and to obtain copies of their film 
lists. 

Originally the catalog was compiled on 


cards and complete title and subject entries 
were made. The information given for each 
film includes title, producer, date produced, 
length, sound or silent, color or black and 


white, series, age level, a short summary and ° 


the source from which it may be borrowed. 

The printed catalog is divided into three 
sections, an alphabetical title list contain- 
ing complete information about each film, 
a subject index and a directory of sources. 
Copies of the catalog have been distributed 
to public and college libraries, materials bu- 
reaus and State Department of Education 
film depositories. It is available upon re- 
quest to organizations, institutions and other 
agencies using films. The number of copies 
printed does not permit distribution to indi- 
viduals but persons interested may borrow 
copies from the parish libraries or the State 
Library if they live in a parish where there 
is no library. 

Increasing popularity of films and an ever- 
growing demand for films on all subjects 
from adult groups indicate that the catalog 
will receive wide use. It should also prove 
helpful to other states which may be in- 
terested in compiling such a catalog. 





The Alexandria (La.) Public Library; 
A Brief History 


By LILLIE J. THORNTON 


The Alexandria Public Library owes its 
origin to a gift of $10,000.00 from Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie, and a gift of $10,000.00 
from Mr. S. S. Bryan, a local benefactor. 
This fund, together with land donated by 
the City of Alexandria, was the beginning 
of the Alexandria Public Library in the 
year of 1907-08. Mr. Bryan died in 1909 
leaving $13,000.00, and it was provided 
that the library should have the use of the 
interest on this sum. The library, which 
operates with no branches, was opened to 
the public in April, 1908. 

Both adults and children were served 


from the very beginning. The building 1s 
in its original form and on its original site, 
with the exception of the children’s room. 
For in January, 1944, the entire basement 
was turned over to the City Engineer who 
converted it into a model and modern chil- 
dren’s room. Previously both the adult and 
juvenile departments were on the main floor. 
Alexandria is extremely proud of this room 
and knows that it not only provides the 
reading of good books, but stimulates an 
interest in the library through other ac- 
tivities as well. For example, in the sum- 
mer of 1945, a class in shell craft was of- 
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fered with two hour lessons once a week. 
This met with much success and continued 
for a period of four years. At this time 
also was conducted a story hour for the 
benefit of pre-school age children and the 
primary grade children. For several years, 
and at the present a Reading Club has been 
functioning. A small museum is kept up 
largely by children’s small offerings and 
is of much interest to the children and 
their parents. 

The library when first opened in 1908 
had approximately a total of 6,000 books 
and now has about 13,200 volumes. It 
has been claimed by research workers that 
the volumes on Louisiana History are 
especially valuable and outnumber those 
found in many other libraries. Also of value 
and interest to the City and State are sev- 
eral years of one of Alexandria’s first news- 
papers— The Louisiana Democrat from 
1865-1897. 

Negroes are not served by the Public 
Library due to the fact that the Rapides 
Parish Library provides a separate and ex- 
clusive branch for the Negroes in the City 
of Alexandria. It does, however, serve the 
white population of Alexandria, Pineville, 


the Alexandria Air Base (five miles out of 
Alexandria) and the rural routes from these 
cities. This free service to the citizens of 
Pineville and rural routes was begun in 
1912. 

The library offers and accepts service 
through Inter-Library Loan. Information is 
given whenever needed—at any time be- 
tween the hours of 9 A.M. and 6 P. M. 
every day from Monday through Saturday. 
It is financed entirely by the City of Alex- 
andria. 

Through the years there have been only 
two head librarians. The first, Miss Susan 
Simonton, took charge in March of 1908. 
The second, Miss Lillie Thornton in Oc- 
tober of that same year. 

The executive board members, who are 
nine in number, are citizens of good stand- 
ing in the community and appointed by the 
Mayor of Alexandria. Mr. R. C. Jarreau 
is the sole member of the first board which 
was appointed in 1907, the others having 
died or moved away. Mr. Jarreau is a most 
interested member and attends all meetings. 
He is editor of the local daily newspaper. 

The present staff consists of three mem- 
bers. 





People and Places 


Edited by 
LOLA COOPER 


Director of Extension, East Baton Rouge 
Parish Library 


Mrs. Monnie Cheves is the librarian at 
the new elementary school in Natchitoches. 
Mrs. Cheves attended school this summer at 
Colorado State College and was formerly 
librarian at the Flora High School. 

Sallie Harper was married to Mr. Eugene 
Helm in June. Mr. and Mrs. Helm were 
students at L.S.U. this summer while Sallie 
was enrolled in the library school. This 
year Sallie is at Sarepta in Webster Parish. 

Jean Royston is librarian at the LaSalle 
High School in Olla this year. Jean served 
as librarian at Natchitoches High during the 


summer session and was formerly at the 
St. Martinville High School. Jean replaced 
Geraldine H. Scheck, who went to Central 
High School in Baton Rouge. 

Mrs. Beatrice Cammach replaced Patsy 
Eason at the Jena High School. Patsy was 
married to William M. Hardy of Spring- 
dale, Utah, June 13. Mr. and Mrs. Hardy 
are now living in Macon, Georgia. 

The Calcasieun Parish School Librarians 
are holding a Book Fair, September 29-Oc- 
tober 11. This Book Fair is for the benefit 
of the librarians and teachers of Calcasieu, 
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Allen, Beauregard, Jefferson Davis, and 
Cameron Parishes. The librarians working 
on this project are Dorothy McFatter, Ruth 
Clark, Merle Haggert, Hazel McNamara, 
Irma Spillman, Tommy Lou Walker, Helen 
Baker, and Connie Shepherd. 

Merle Haggert is the new librarian at 
at the Westlake High School. She replaces 
Helen Kendall who is now assistant libra- 
rian of the Calcasieu Parish Library. 

Connie Shepherd, a June graduate of S. 
L. I., is now librarian of the Marion High 
School, Lake Charles, La. 

Ruth Clark, librarian at the Lake Charles 
High School attended the National Educa- 
tion Association meeting in Detroit, July 1- 
7. She also visited Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
McComb of State College, Pennsylvania. 
Ralph will be remembered as assistant Li- 
brarian of the Howard-Tilton Memorial Li- 
brary before World War II. He is now Li- 
brarian at Penn State. 

Agnes Clark, librarian, Natchitoches High 
School, taught classes in library science at 
Northwestern State College this summer. 

Mrs. Ella Magee of the Louisiana State 
Library Staff will resign November 15th 
to move to Amuay, Venezuela where her 
husband will be connected with the Creole 
Oil' Company of Venezuela. 


Essae Martha Culver, State Librarian, re- 
ports two successful tax elections voted for 
demonstration libraries. LaSalle Parish, 
where a demonstration will open in mid- 
October, voted a two mill tax for three 
years. This is the first time the people have 
voted a tax before a demonstration of li- 
brary service has been given by the State 
Library. LaSalle will be one of three par- 
ish libraries directed by Mrs. Rubie M. 
Hanks of Winnfield; the others are Cata- 
houla and Winn. Tensas, after five months 
as a demonstration with Mary Louise Gir- 
aud, librarian, voted a 214 mill tax for five 
years. 

Hazel Socknider, LS.U. °52, replaces 
Mrs. Gertrude Granatelli as catalog reviser 
at the Louisiana State Library. 


The Louisiana State Department of Edu- 
cation and the Louisiana State Library joint- 


ly sponsored a successful conference of pub- 
lic and school Negro librarians at Southern 
University June 5-7 with the theme “Herit- 
age of the United States in Times of Crisis.” 
Parish librarians and assistants will hold 
a two and a half day work conference 
October 2-4 at Pleasant Hall on the L.S.U. 
campus, sponsored by the L.S.U. Library 
School and the Louisiana State Library. 
The microfilm project for City records 
was begun by the New Orleans Public Li- 
brary Archives Department on September 1. 
Two microfilm cameras, one for large and 
one for small documents, were purchased 
with a special appropriation from the Com- 
mission Council of $20,000.00. New staff 
members employed for this project are Mrs. 
Helen Burkes and Mr. Max Shofstahl. 


Preliminary statistics indicate that 12,333 
boys and girls joined summer reading clubs, 
some 300 more than in 1951, and that 7763 
earned certificates for reading eight Library 
books. A special promotion project was 
conducted with Radio Station WDSU, with 
weekly broadcasts of “Mrs. Muffin’s Magic 
Party’”’ every Saturday morning from eight 
to nine. “Mrs. Muffin” turned the spot- 
light on reading, and boys and girls were 
invited to write short letters to the program 
about a book they had read and enjoyed. 
3247 letters were received during the three 
months, with four prize letters chosen each 
week by “Mrs. Muffin,” read on the pro- 
gram, and entitling the winners to a record 
album. The Library agency sending in the 
most letters, Bookmobile Two, was awarded 
an electric phonograph, and the studio ar- 
ranged a party with entertainment and re- 
freshments for Canal Branch, which took 
second place. 


New appointments include the following: 
Miss Betsy Ann Gissel, Library Assistant, 
Order Department; Mrs. Norma Spear, Li- 
brary Assistant, Gentilly Branch; Miss Carol 
Ann Naquin, Library Assistant, Nix Branch; 
Mrs. Joyce Elbrecht, Library Assistant, Adult 
Department. 

Miss Grace Schexnayder has resigned to 


accept a teaching position at Ursuline Uni- 
versity. 











—— a 


VoL. 15, No. 4 FALL, 


1952 123 





Mrs. Vivian R. Paley has been appointed 
Field Representative of the Great Books 
Foundation, to work in cooperation with 
the New Orleans Public Library in promot- 
ing the local program. 

Ruth Nesom, librarian of Terrebonne 
High, has returned to Houma after spending 
the summer in New Orleans as librarian at 
the Louisiana State Department of Health 
Library, 1436 Dryades St. Carmelita Ad- 
damus, regular librarian, has returned to 
New Orleans after spending the summer at 
L. S. U. Library School, followed by a trip 
through New England. 


Willie Mae Seab, librarian, Terrebonne 
Parish Library, Houma, reports that the new 
Terrebonne Parish Library building is now 
in the building process and should be com- 
pleted by February or March. Selection of 
the furniture and equipment is now being 
made and will be provided before the build- 
ing is completed. Willie Mae Seab attended 
the A.L.A. Conference in New York City 
June 29-July 5. 


Mrs. Ira Hall, circulation desk assistant, 
Alexandria Public Library, has returned ‘to 
her position after an extended leave of ab- 
sence. 


Emily Spencer, librarian, Calcasieu Par- 
ish, Lake Charles, left August 29th for a 
month’s tour of Europe. She will visit 
England, France, Switzerland, and _ Italy. 
She went by plane and will return the lat- 
ter part of September. Ruby Tanner of the 
Calcasieu Parish Library has resigned effec- 
tive October 1. She will be in San Diego, 
California after that time. 


Tommie Jean Tullos, recent graduate 
from Northwestern State College, is now 
serving as assistant librarian at the Winn 
Parish Library. Mrs. Rubie M. Hanks, Re- 
gional Librarian of Winn-Catahoula Libra- 
ries, served as Public Relations Consultant 
for A.L.A. in the Clearing House Service 
at the New York Conference. She also at- 
tended the pre-conference Institute at Co- 
lumbia University. 


Billie Sue Knight, a teacher in the Jones- 
ville High School, served as Harrisonburg 


Branch Assistant, Catahoula Parish Library 
for June, July and August. 

Bobbie Rae Elkins, library assistant, Clai- 
borne Parish Library, was married August 
16, to Mr. Griffin Matthew Murphy. Kath- 
erine Hopkins, a recent graduate of North- 
western State College is the new library 
assistant. 

The Franklin Parish Library Staff, the Li- 
brary Board, and members of the Police 
Jury were hosts on July 21 to the public 
at an open house in the new headquarters 
of the Franklin Parish Library and Winns- 
boro Branch. More than 140 library pat- 
rons and friends called during the after- 
noon. Mrs. Elizabeth F. Baker, B.S. in Busi- 
ness Administration, Louisiana Tech, became 
library assistant at the headquarters and 
Winnsboro Branch of the Franklin Parish 
Library. She replaces Mrs. Mary Frances 
Coughran who resigned. Mrs. Baker and 
Mrs. Nell Gates, bookmobile and _head- 
quarters assistant are taking a correspon- 
dence course in Children’s Literature from 
the University of Utah. 
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Mrs. Goldie Codgell, who is working on 
her Master’s degree from L.S.U., joined the 
staff of the Iberia Parish Library August 
11th as librarian of the New Iberia Branch. 

Mrs. J. M. Holloway is acting Librarian 
of Pointe Coupee Parish Library, New 
Roads. She replaces Janet Campbell who is 
now serving as librarian of the St. Martin- 
ville High School. 

Mary Stell Ward, Wisner, Louisiana, as- 
sumed her duties as assistant librarian, La- 
fourche Parish Library, Thibodaux, on Au- 
gust 18th. She received her B. S. in LS. 
at L.S.U. in June, 1952. Edith Peterson, li- 
brarian, Lafourche Parish Library, attended 
the A.L.A. conference in New York. 

Richland Parish Library, Rayville, has 
two new workers since August 1st; Myrtis 
Cheek, typist who replaces Mrs. Jack Tuck- 
er; and Mrs. F. L. Burrough, new assistant 
on the bookmobile. Richland Parish Library 
is looking forward to receiving a new book- 
mobile in the near future. It will have both 
inside and outside shelving. It is planned 
to give Negro service from the bookmobile 
as well as the usual service. The Negroes 
will be served from the outside shelves. 


Mary Moore Mitchell, librarian, Madison 
Parish Library, Tallulah, attended the A.L.A. 
conference in New York. She made the 
trip with three members of the Mississippi 
Library Commission staff, who drove there 
from Jackson, and enjoyed sightseeing in 
many historic places along the way. Mrs. 
Wray Bowie is the new clerical assistant in 
the Madison Parish Library, Mrs. H. M. 
Donald, formerly clerical assistant, resigned 
to accept another position. During two 
months of the summer Miss Jimmie Smith, 
librarian, Holly Ridge High School, did an 
excellent job of filling in. 

In September, J. Mitchell Reames, for- 
merly Reference Librarian of Clemson Col- 
lege, became Assistant Librarian of North- 
western State College; he will head the 
Readers’ Services Division. Geneva Wash- 


burn and Bobbie Crane served on the staff 
of the Northwestern State College Library 
during the summer term. 

There are several new members on the 





Louisiana State University Library staff. 
Marjorie Karlson, senior librarian in the 
reference department is a graduate of Agnes 
Scott and of the Library School of Emory 
University. She received her Master’s de- 
gree in English from Yale. Frances Low, 
Acting Chemistry Librarian, replaces Mrs. 
Grace Cameron, retired. Miss Low’s father 
is Edmund Low, librarian, Oklahoma A. & 
M., and is president of the Southwestern 
Library Association. Mary Alice Driscoll, 
junior librarian in the circulation depart- 
ment, is an August graduate of the L.S.U. 
Library School. Mrs. Vera Schulmeister, 
senior librarian in the serials department, 
worked in the reference department in the 
summer. She was formerly assistant libra- 
rian and head cataloger, New Mexico Col- 
lege of Agriculture and Mechanical Art. 
Helen Forsberg, geology librarian, flew to 
Europe and spent seven weeks visiting Eng- 
land, Ireland, Scotland, Holland, Germany, 
Denmark, and Sweden. She visited relatives in 
Sweden. During the time abroad she visited 
several libraries. Helen remarked that every- 
where she went, Margaret Truman appeared 
the next day. Mrs. Margaret Robert was assist- 
ant librarian in the Education Library dur- 
ing the summer. Doris Dantin of the Com- 
merce Library is on leave of absence. 


Anna Davis, Librarian, Southeastern Lou- 
isiana College, Hammond, attended summet 
school at the University of Washington 
School of Librarianship in Seattle. A num- 
ber of interesting speakers were arranged 
for the classes, two of them being Miss 
Maryan E. Reynolds, Washington State Li- 
brarian, and Mrs. Josephine M. Quigley, 
trustee of the Seattle Public Library who 
recently received an ALA Trustee citation. 
Mr. Ray Clement, periodicals librarian at 
Southeastern for the past two years, resigned 
July 1st to accept a position in the Univer- 
sity of South Carolina Library. Marjorie 
Miller, cataloger, had an extensive tour of 
Europe during the summer. She was away 
twelve weeks and visited twelve countries. 

Two staff members of the Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute Library attended schools 
for the summer term to work on advanced 
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degrees. Elsie Owen attended the Univer- 
sity of Colorado and Tresste Cook attended 
Louisiana State University. Julia Duke has 
been added to the staff as Assistant Circu- 
lation librarian. Of the thirteen staff mem- 
bers, including clerical and sub-professional 
personnel, all except one have at least one 
college degree. Three of the staff have 
Master’s degrees besides the professional BS 
in LS; six have the BS in LS, and three 
have Bachelor's degrees. 

Mrs. Geraldine Garner is replacing Mrs. 
Ferne Turner in the Fair Park High School 
Library, Shreveport, Louisiana, while Mrs. 
Turner is on leave of absence. 

Mrs. Tillie Schenker, librarian, East Baton 
Rouge Parish Library, Baton Rouge, reports 
several changes in personnel. Mrs. Vida 
Matamoros is a new library assistant. Mrs. 
Mildred Tyner, formerly head of circulation, 
has moved to Shreveport. She is now em- 
ployed as teen-age librarian, Shreve Memo- 
rial Library. Mrs. Eunice Buras, library as- 
sistant, is resigning to go with her husband 
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to South America. Lola Cooper, Director 
of Extension, is resigning effective October 
15th. She will become Librarian, LaSalle 
Parish Library Demonstration with head- 
quarters at Jena, La. Replacing her is Mrs. 
Betsy St. Julien, formerly Children’s libra- 
rian. 

Caroline Paddock, Engineering and For- 
estry librarian at Louisiana Polytechnic In- 
stitute Library, Ruston, has been granted a 
year’s leave of absence for graduate study 
at the University of California. During this 
time her place is being filled by Mrs. Theopa 
Collins who received her A. B. degree from 
Northwestern and her B.S. in L.S. and M.A. 
degrees from L.S.U. 

Past president of Louisiana Library Asso- 
ciation W. D. (Dosite) Postell, Librarian, 
Louisiana State University Medical Library, 
was recently elected president of the Amer- 
ican Medical Library Association. Congrat- 
ulations, Dosite. Louisiana librarians doff 
their hats! 
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Miss Doris Brett, librarian of the Lin- 
wood Junior High School, Shreveport, pro- 
moted a book festival on May 13 and 14 to 
raise funds for the new library. Through 


the cooperation of the school authorities, 
Miss Florence Wile, a book dealer, and 
aroused citizens, a great deal of interest was 
created in the library project. 
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